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Two scenes from a hike in Sabino Canyon on Feb. 4, 2007



Age/Height Relationships for the Saguaro Cactus

There is no way to tell exactly how old a cactus is unless you know when it started growing. Unlike trees, cacti do not
have annual growth rings. However, the size of the plant does give some indication of its age.

The tallest saguaro yet measured anywhere was 52 % feet tall. Tt grew on the south slope
of Safford Peak (NW of Tucson), until it fell in a windstorm during the summer of 1975. -

Growth stage: 1 inch tall ' 1 foot tall First flowers First branch
. (61/2 feet tall) (15-16 feet tall)

Approximate age, if found 10 years 31 years 50 years 69 years 95-100 Qears ~200 years.
in dry area such as Organ Pipe : ! 43 feet tall
Cactus NM*: o

* . -Approximate age, if found  6-7 years 17 years 26 years 36 years 55-60 years ~173 years,
in wet area Such as . 46 fect tall

' Baguaro NP East*: '

*All data from atudies done by Warren F, Stocubergh and Charles H. Lowe as recorded in Ecology of the Saguaro: 1II, 1983. Data for Organ Pipe comes from SAUATQS ZrowiD
tho mouth of Alamo Canyon. (The tailest of thoue saguaros was actusily about 31 feet tall ond approximately 160 years old.



On a trail such as the one pictured on the left my technique for using the WeedTwister as a walking stick is to place
it in front and to the left or right depending on which hand used then...
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Shown is a good technique for hiking down steep step like areas on a trail. Place the WeedTwister, use it for bal-
ance and then walk past it finaly bring it forward for the next simular area to navigate or to take up normal walking.
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